
There is certainly not a problem 
with boys, but there may be a
serious problem with the way
that we teach them. 

HOW?WHY?
Boys are actively engaged in the learning environment when it is set up in a way that honors the
way that boys experience their world.  North Star College Preparatory Academy for Boys is a
school that completely reimagines, redesigns and recreates the student experience for Black
and Brown males, using the latest research and best practices to reshape the school in the
image of the boys themselves.

RESOURCES LINKS:
http://www.grandriver.org/school-life/blog/science-behind-the-male-brain
htt[://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov4/vol62/num03/With-Boys-and-Girls-in-Mind.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol6/604-gurian.aspx”\t*_blank”http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol6/604-gurian.aspx
http://www.medicaldaily.com/brain-facts-know-and-share-men-have-lower-percentage-gray-matter-women-292530

Lots of male role models as leaders, teachers, coaches and mentors.

Teaching that will make space and movement apart of learning.

Classes that engage boys through competition, collaboration
and games. 

Literacy focus that brings what boys love into reading and writing.

A place where social pressure is removed and boys feel safe to
engage in intellectual classroom discussions.

A place where every boy can fully engage in art, music, drama, clubs
and leadership as their interest guide them.

A place where every kind of boy is safe and able to pursue their
genuine interest.

Gender And The Brain 

Language centers show early and 
high activity in both sides of the brain 
Anne Moir and David Jessel, 1989 

I Need To Communicate 
Higher sensitivity to space and 

items moving in space 
Steven E. Rhoades, 2004 

I Need Space 

Extremely high focus on a single task
with slow distraction recovery

Hara Estroff Marano, 2003

I Need Things 
Ordered 

Largely dominated by estrogen 
and oxytocin  
Steven E. Rhoades, 2004 

I Need To Relate 

Dopamine surges lead to 
action orientation  

Daniel Amen, 2004 

I Need Action 

Significant information exchange 
across two brain hemispheres 
Rita Carter, 1998 

I Need Things To Connect 

Largely dominated by 
testosterone and dopamine 

Steven E. Rhoades, 2004 

I Need To Move 

Oxytocin surges lead to bonding 
and relational orientation 
Daniel Amen, 2004 

I Need Interaction 

In the same way that we can see that boys and girls have different bodies, brain scans now allow us to see that boys and girls also engage the
learning process differently.  These observations may represent differences, but not deficiencies.  The uniqueness of both groups

can inform how we teach them.
Representative of most boys brains and most girl brains - not all. 

 
Male brain is FULLY developed at about Age 30. 

 
Female brain is FULLY developed at about Age 22. 


